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Protein content in wheat and barley
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Government decision 2015

• Economic optimized N use 
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Government decision 2015

• Economic optimized N use 

• Extra catch crops 

• Continue restoring larger wetlands (270 mill €)

• Implement 900 ha of constructed wetlands (52 mill €) 

• Targeted regulation – even more catch crops
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30 years of Top down regulation - consequences

WFD, Nitrate Directive

Habitat Directive etc.

Legislation

- Lack of trust

- No ownership to solve problems

- Confrontation
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Potential for reducing nutrients to surface waters

Tilsvarende arealer i dag

Lavbundsarealer uden intensivt landbrug for 100 år siden

24.000 ha →  6.500 ha

Wetland area 100 years ago                                                              

Wetland area today                                                              
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Catchment officer

Authority           Broker Farmer

Cross sector solutions

Tested in Water CoGovernenace in 2016



Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 

indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer

Catchment officer – new concept in Danish water management

• National Program in 2017

• 25 Catchment officers

• Budget: 8 million eur over 4 years

• 50 % payed by farmers (farmer union) and 50 % 
payed by the government

• No direct payment for the farmer

• Applications for constructed wetlands:

• 2018: 78 2019: 338 2020: 300
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Structure / actors 

Plant production adviser

Catchment officer

Farmer

Project coordination - SEGES

Steering group

National steering group

Local 

farmer 

union

Municipality

Training, tools, systems
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What do we need

• More cross-sector thinking/solutions/measures (Nutrients, water, climate, nature)

• Optimize local cooperation with local authorities and other stakeholders – more local 
based planning

• Better bottom-up / top-down interaction in the Danish governance 
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Thank you for your attention


